
Literacy Spotlights 

 

Spotlight Topic Picture Books with Older Readers 

Standard RI/RL Standard 5:  Determine meaning and develop logical 

interpretations by making predictions, inferring, drawing conclusions, 

analyzing, synthesizing, providing evidence, and investigating 

multiple interpretations. 

RL Standard 5:  Determine meaning and develop logical 

interpretations by making predictions, inferring, drawing conclusions, 

analyzing, synthesizing, providing evidence, and investigating 

multiple interpretations. 

Background 

Information 

“If a picture is worth a thousand words, imagine the value of many 

pictures plus a thousand words.” (Worth a Thousand Words by Bette 

DeBruyne Ammon and Gale W. Sherman) Picture books are defined 

as stories in which both the text and illustrations contribute to the 

meaning. Though frequently used at the elementary school level, 

picture books can provide students with engaging and complex texts 

that present life long lessons.  Also, some picture books present 

illustrations or discuss topics that go way beyond the elementary or 

middle school level.   

Activity Before reading a picture book with your child, it is important to think 

about what certain topic or life lesson you would like to discuss with 

them.  Do you want to focus on just reading comprehension or would 

you like to focus on a specific theme?   

Try reading the picture book out loud and ask you child simple 

questions about the plot or characters.  Continue to ask your child to 

make inferences about what may happen next or make connections to 

the outside world.  

Afterwards, you may discuss universal themes that the picture book 

suggests.  You may also go deeper into the discussion and see if any 

generalizations, stereotypes, symbolism, or allusions were suggested.  

● Here is a quick (1:17) video of a teacher in a high school 

setting using picture books in her classroom: 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/practice-literary-skills  

Extra Resources  

1. A guide to visual literacy and questions to ask your child while 

reading picture books.  

http://www.scholastic.com/parents/blogs/scholastic-parents-learning-

toolkit/visual-literacy-through-childrens-picture-books  
 

2. A guide to picture books that teach big life lessons.  You can even 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/practice-literary-skills
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/blogs/scholastic-parents-learning-toolkit/visual-literacy-through-childrens-picture-books
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/blogs/scholastic-parents-learning-toolkit/visual-literacy-through-childrens-picture-books


enter your child’s age and the topic then begin a search.  

http://www.scholastic.com/parents/blogs/scholastic-parents-raise-

reader/10-picture-books-about-big-life-lessons  
 

3. A guide with an explanation of why we should use picture books 

and many suggested titles grouped by genre and other content areas.  

http://www.slideshare.net/abseconmedia/using-picture-books-in-the-

middle-school  
 

4. A guide to recently suggested picture books for middle school 

readers.  

https://pernillesripp.com/2015/05/19/our-favorite-picture-books-for-

middle-school/  
 

5. A guide to ten suggested picture book titles for middle and high 

school readers. 

http://inthekeyofbooks.blogspot.com/2013/08/10-picture-books-for-

teaching-teens.html  

 

http://www.scholastic.com/parents/blogs/scholastic-parents-raise-reader/10-picture-books-about-big-life-lessons
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/blogs/scholastic-parents-raise-reader/10-picture-books-about-big-life-lessons
http://www.slideshare.net/abseconmedia/using-picture-books-in-the-middle-school
http://www.slideshare.net/abseconmedia/using-picture-books-in-the-middle-school
https://pernillesripp.com/2015/05/19/our-favorite-picture-books-for-middle-school/
https://pernillesripp.com/2015/05/19/our-favorite-picture-books-for-middle-school/
http://inthekeyofbooks.blogspot.com/2013/08/10-picture-books-for-teaching-teens.html
http://inthekeyofbooks.blogspot.com/2013/08/10-picture-books-for-teaching-teens.html

